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bacteria. The arrangement of organisms important to the
medical bacteriologist is given in Table IV. ; it is important to
recognize that irregularities, particularly when dealing with old
cultures, are not uncommon.

TABLE IV

Reaction to Oram's Stain

Gram-positive

Staphylococcus.

Streptococcus.

Pneumococcus.

Anthrax bacillus (B. anthracis)

and pseudoanthrax bacilli.
Diphtheria   bacillus   (C.   diph-

thence) and diphtheroids.
Tetanus bacillus (Cl tetani), 01.

welchii and other Clostridia,
Actinomyces.
Tubercle bacillus

(M. tuberculosis).

Gram-negative

Gonococcus.
Meningococcus.
N. catarrJialis.
Influenza bacillus

(H. influenzas).
B. pertussis.

Br. abortus and melitensis.
V. cholerce.
Members of the  coli-typhoid-

dysentery group.
Friedlander's bacillus.
Plague bacillus (Past pestis).
Proteus and Pseudomonas.

Later the importance of other criteria, such as cultural charac-
teristics, biochemical activity and serological reactions, was
realized and more comprehensive schemes were suggested. One
of the most valuable contributions in this respect was the classi-
fication issued by the American Society of Bacteriologists in
1920. While there are many points which have not been generally
accepted, this scheme did much to direct attention to the value
and importance of a standard system of nomenclature.
Further advance was made at the first congress of the Inter-
national Society for Microbiology held in Paris in 1930, when a
Nomenclature Committee was authorized. Progress has been
made by this committee, particularly in the subdivision of the
tribe Bactereoe. This tribe is extremely large and unwieldy, but
earlier attempts to sub-group the members had been far from
satisfactory. Such terms as Escherichia, Salmonella, Shigella>
Aerobacter, and Eberthella have been used to indicate different
genera and sub-genera, but no generally accepted scheme had
been introduced. These various groups are often included in